
 

Pineview at Chelsea Flower Show 2021 

I hadn’t anticipated that taking part in Chelsea 2021 was going to feature on my 

fairly lengthy ‘to do’ list. However, I was delighted to receive a call from the RHS at 

the beginning of September asking if Pineview Plants would like to create a display 

using one of their Italian vintage flower carts which would form part of their 

Villaggio Verde feature around the Monument in the Great Pavilion. Twelve of the 

1m x 1.7m carts were allocated to specialist nurseries, with each being invited to 

make an individual display. I just love Chelsea and felt it was too good an 

opportunity to miss, despite the tight timeline. 

With an early start on build day, I set off for Chelsea with my able assistant Lorraine, a van full of plants and an 

ample dose of excitement! After unloading the van, we set about creating the 

display only to discover that the carts would be viewed from all sides, as 

opposed to just from the front as originally thought.  After a bit of rejigging, 

which added to the tension, we got there in the end. Even with my self-critical 

eye, we created a display with which I was very pleased. 

The display focused on, and was entitled, ‘From Light to Shade’ which 

showcased our nursery’s unusual and/or interesting selection of plants that 

were looking particularly good at this time of year. For the shade area I 

included a range of ferns, mainly Polypodium, a selection of Roscoea, 

Tricyrtis ‘Blue Wonder’, Anemone ‘Serenade’ (which I also used in the 

‘Light’ area), Anemone ‘Red Riding Hood’, Persicaria virginia v. filiformis, 

Actaea ’Cheju Do’ and interspersed with Sternbergia lutea. The light areas 

were decked with Echinacea p. ‘Virgin’ and Chrysanthemum ‘Dixter 

Orange’ providing the height and colour, with Geranium ‘Azure Rush’ and 

Nepeta ‘Summer Magic’ to soften edges. Grasses such as Penisetum 

‘Gelbsteil’, Eragrostis trichoides, Calamagrostis brachytrica ‘Mona’ and 

Carex ‘Prairie Fire’ also provided softness, but with height. 

We returned on Sunday to pack up and, as is tradition on the last day of Chelsea, visitors have the opportunity 

to go on a spending spree. Standing back a suitable distance, we were 

overwhelmed by the comments overheard from the visitors, many not 

realising we, the creators, were within earshot! The majority of the stand was 

marked as ‘sold’ before lunchtime and at 4 o’clock the clearance started. Out 

of the 81 plants on the cart which formed our display, we headed back home 

with only 8 unsold. What a wonderful finale to our Chelsea adventure. 

Chelsea Flower Show is an iconic show like no other and is attended by so 

many greats in the industry, all of whom are incredibly helpful, and inclusive. 

I’ve been very lucky to have visited Chelsea for over 40 years, but visiting and showing in this one-off autumn 

event was even more special. It is always gratifying and quite humbling when visitors are so complimentary, 

including none other than the lovely Zoe Ball who was so appreciative on Press Day. I get such a buzz without 

fail at every show at which I’ve worked, but Chelsea, without doubt, is the tops.  
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